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The Shuswap Lake in the province of British Columbia, Canada,
has a shoreline circumference of over 1,000 kilometres with
various small communities are scattered around it. The
population ranges from 87 in the smallest community to 17,706
in the largest. The landscape surrounding the lake mainly consists
of dense forests and is largely untamed. I am interested in this
space and the latent history of the immigrant settlers and
homesteaders who chose to live in this beautiful yet harsh terrain.

By using archival images from the settlers’ and homesteaders’
descendants juxtaposed with my own landscape images I create
a dialogue between the settlers, descendants, and myself as
relative newcomer to this area, inviting the viewer to encounter
the gaze of the past looking back at us. This notion of
collaborating and injecting my work with other voices, forms an
ongoing conversation between the descendants, ourselves, and
future generations. Individual memories are shaped and
perpetuated through stories, rituals and images that are passed
down generationally.

Shuswap Lake Tales Lynda Kuit
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Artist Bio

Lynda Kuit was born in South Africa and lived briefly in The
Netherlands as a child. She emigrated to Canada in 1996 with
her husband and two sons, a few suitcases and four apple boxes
containing her precious memories. Working in the post-
secondary education sector, Lynda met many international
students and became interested in their own culture shock
experiences. Her work is informed by issues surrounding
immigration, identity, memory and language. She uses archival
images, photomontages and landscape images to explore
forgotten histories in the area where she now resides. She is
currently completing her BA (Hons) Photography degree with
the Open College of the Arts in the UK.
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Artist Statement

I am interested in identity, immigration, memory and language.
This interest began while working at an American university,
based in Canada catering mainly for international students.
Observing how individuals’ identities and language change as
they overcome culture shock and integrate more into the host
culture fascinates me. Even for me as an immigrant from an
English-speaking country acclimatising to a new culture has its
challenges as word usages and meanings differ between the
countries. My own experiences and observations have confirmed
that the more we tend to absorb into another culture, the more
important our memories become. Often, they are the only
connection we have left with our home country.

After living in a Canadian city for twenty-two years, I once again
find myself having to adjust to a new culture after relocating to a
rural village. My current project, Shuswap Lake Tales builds on
previous work by exploring some of the latent histories of original
homesteaders around Shuswap Lake in British Columbia,
Canada. The project is influenced by memory and heteroglossia
(different voices expressing different points of view) through
anecdotes and family photographs shared with me by
descendants of these homesteaders. Archival images are layered
in photomontages to reflect a ghost-like past that doesn’t feature
in history books. These different voices, along with my own,
create an ongoing conversation that spans the past and present,
extending into the future urging us to look beyond the surface.
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Lynda Kuit (born South African, lives and works in Blind Bay, Canada)

lyndakuit@gmail.com Tel. No. 1-779-490-5235 lynda.kuit

Education

In progress Open College of the Arts, BA (Hons) Photography, Barnsley, United Kingdom

2010-2012 Focal Point Photography School, various courses

2002 University of British Columbia, Certificate in Internet Publishing
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